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(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  OHLY) 

Subject:  "NEWS  NOTES  FROM  STATE  DEPARTMENTS  OF  HEALTH.  "    Facts  checked  by  Food 
and  Drug  Administration,  U.   S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Friends  and  neighbors,  today's  report  from  Washington  is  like  the  home 
town  paper  —  full  of  local  news  items. 

And  after  all,  as  our  correspondent  points  out,  the  Federal  Food  and 
Drug  Administration  would  not  he  nearly  so  effective  as  it  is,  without  the 
cooperation  of  State  and  local  health  departments.     They  all  work  together  — ■ 
to  protect  the  health  and  happiness  of  John  Q,.  Citizen. 

First  news  item  —  from  Louisiana.    During  January,  inspectors  — ■ 
State  inspectors  —  examined  Louisiana's  65  plants  engaged  in  packing  oysters, 
shrimp,  and  crab-meat.     They  made  a  thorough  job  of  it  —  checking  such  things 
as  the  health  and  cleanliness  of  the  workers,  washing  facilities,  drainage  from 
the  plant  building,  conditions  of  floors  and  ceilings,  light,  ventilation,  and  — 
very  important  —  the  sterilization  of  utensils  used  in  packing  oysters,  shrimp, 
and  crab-meat. 

Also,  in  January,  the  Louisiana  oyster  beds  were  carefully  inspected. 
This  work  was  done  by  the  Chief  State  Chemist  and  Analyst  and  an  engineer  from 
the  United  States  Public  Health  Service. 

Our  next  item  comes  from  Alabama,  with  the  good  news  that  the  Division 
I    of  Agricultural  Chemistry  has  a  new  building  for  its  laboratory.     The  laboratory 
is  a  complete  unit  for  testing  foods,  drugs,  dairy  products,  motor  fuels,  and 
illuminating  oils.    Besides  having  a  new  building,  the  Division  of  Agricultural 
Chemistry  in  Alabama  has  two  more  chemists,  one  to  test  motor  fuels  and  one 
to  analyze  drug  samples. 

For  some  time,  the  laboratory  force  in  Alabama  has  been  cooperating 
with  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  in  removing  from  the  market  food 
{    products  that  contain  such  poisonous  solvents  as  di ethylene  glycol .     It  was 
this  solvent,  you  will  recall,  in  "Elixir  Sulfanilamide,"  that  was  directly 
responsible  for  the  deaths  of  at  least  seventy-five  people,  a  few  months  ago. 
Fortunately,  all  of  the  so-called  "Elixir"  has  been  removed  from  the  market. 
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Now  let's  hear  from  the  State  of  Maryland.  During  1937.  officials  of 
the  Maryland  State  Department  of  Health  made  7>000  inspections  of  retail  drug 
stores.    Each  one  of  the  State's  667  retail  drug  stores  was  inspected  on  an 
average  of  once  every  five  weeks.     During  the  year  officials  examined  more  than 
1,000  drug  specimens.     They  had  a  very  good  record  —  of  the  1,000  drugs 
examined,  96  percent  were  found  to  conform  to  official  standards. 

Here's  an  interesting  item  —  from  Michigan.     The  director  of  Michigan's 
Bureau  of  Foods  and  Standards  has  issued  a  notice  to  the  manufacturer  of  a 
certain  poultry  seasoning,  calling  attention  to  the  fact  that  his  method  — 
that  is  —  adding  the  seasoning  to  the  poultry  "by  means  of  a  water  solution  — 
is  a  violation  of  Michigan's  general  food  law. 

Next  State  —  Iowa,  where  the  tall  corn  grows.    But  this  time  it's  not 
corn  that  gets  Iowa  into  the  news  —  it's  dressed  poultry  and  eggs,  and  "butter. 
In  1937 »  Iowa  led  all  other  States  in  the  shipment  of  dressed  poultry  and  eggs 
to  New  York,  having  supplied  New  York  with  one-fifth  of  its  total  dressed 
poultry  and  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  total  amount  of  "butter  received. 

Next  State  to  be  heard  from  —  Kentucky.  The  State  Department  of 
Kentucky  is  completing  the  remodeling  of  its  new  building  by  installing  a 
completely  air-conditioned  bacteriological  laboratory. 

Our  correspondent  says  she's  pleased  to  note  such  items  as  this  one, 
because  if  a  well-equipped  laboratory  means  as  much  to  a  chemist  as  a  well- 
equipped  kitchen  means  to  her  —  then  it  means  considerable. 

Now  back  to  the  headquarters  of  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administra- 
tion, in  Washington,  D.  C.     They  had  a  caller  there  recently  —  a  caller  with 
a  complaint.     He  complained  that  Federal  officials  had  seized  his  moth  prepar- 
ations —  removed  them  from  the  market  because  they  were  short  in  weight,  and 
thus  a  violation  of  the  Insecticide  Act. 

He  brought  along  two  packages  of  the  moth  preparation  manufactured  by 
his  company,  and  explained  that  a  careful  check  of  the  packages  still  in  the 
warehouse  showed  them  to  be  not  short  in  weight.     In  fact,  he  said,  they 
actually  x-/eighed  more  than  the  label  stated. 

At  this  point  it  was  suggested  that  the  visitor  weigh  the  two  packages 
of  moth  preparation  he  had  brought  along  with  him.     They  were  weighed  right 
there  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Administration,  and  —  this  story 
has  a  very  unhappy  ending  —  to  the  visitor's  embarrassment  and  surprise  they 
were  even  shorter  in  weight  than  the  ones  removed  from  the  market. 

No  more  news  items  today.     Next  Monday,  we'll  have  another  News  Letter 
from  our  correspondent  with  the  Federal  Food  and  Drug  Administration. 


?f*  ?jC        jj?  )|6  tfi  ^fc  9)4  tlfi  ^<  ijc 


